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measure was c oming up , is that I am going to vote to put the
$100,000 back in the money. This doesn't benefit my legislative
district. This doesn't be: efit Omaha. It doesn't benefit
Douglas County. It benef its, I suppose, some of those rural
areas out there that we actually made representations to a few
years ago w h en the state took over the county welfare system.
Our representations were we would provide you with the kind of
services after th e state took over the system as you got when
the counties had the system. And so I said to myself I am going
to vote the S100,000, and I will probably irritate th e cu rr ent
administration and maybe t h e Appropriations Committee and the
like, but, you know, I can't be a part of this state and wat ch
us to continue to bleed and drain and cut, and bleed and drain
and cut until we have got nothing left that w e are prou d of.
You have got to have something that you feel good about, not an
old mule that has been kicked around but ra ther a go od h o rse
that will do the task that needs to be done. So , I would
encourage you to move this bill across, an d w e w ill wo rk it
through and let's mak e this ye a r t h e year we do the things
right. If we have got to raise taxes to have a government th at
you and I b el i e v e i n , t h e pe op l e be l i e v e i n , t h e pe op l e need and
deserve, then le t's d o it. It is tame to quzt poor-mouthing
ourselves. It is time to be responsible, and to t a ke car e of
the money, and to pu t t oge ther t h e kind of government that
serves our people and serves them well.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. S enator Smith, please.

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Mr. President. I would like to ask a
couple of questions and I don't know whether...I think it w o uld
maybe appropriate to ask them of Senator Miller.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senato r Mil ler, w ould y o u res pond to a
q uest i o n .

SENATOR MILLER: Yes .

SENATOR SMITH: I would just like a little clarification for my
own good, and maybe for anyone else in here that is interested
to know. Senator Miller, it is my understanding that this is a
cut in the employees at this point'? The committee amendment as
we passed it which is now th e bill do e s cut the number of
employees?

SENATOR MILLER: Fourteen.
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